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Phil Davis

Letter from MCTC President 

Dear Friends:

Spring is a wonderful time of year on our campus. At MCTC, 
it is a time when we celebrate the success of our students 
—through our spring graduation ceremony and through 
honors that our students receive. 

For the second year in a row, we are pleased to have one  
of our students recognized nationally for outstanding 
intellectual achievement and leadership. In April, MCTC’s 
Geoffrey Dittberner was named to the 2011 All-USA  
Academic Team—one of 20 students selected to the  
national team at the annual convention of the American  
Association of Community Colleges in New Orleans.  
Geoffrey is a student leader who is active in student clubs 
as well as student government on campus and statewide. 
Of course, he also excels in his studies, pursuing a major in 
political science with a 3.77 grade point average.

The All-USA Academic Team is sponsored by Phi Theta 
Kappa, the honor society for two-year colleges, USA TODAY 
and the American Association of Community Colleges—and 
is among the most prestigious awards provided to  
community and technical college students nationally.  
As MCTC implements its strategy to double our graduation 
rate by 2015, it is gratifying to know that our college enrolls 
and graduates so many students who excel in their studies 
and become new leaders in our community.

In my time at MCTC, five students have been named to 
the All-USA Academic Team. Last year, Aaron Spiegel was 
honored. Aaron demonstrated exemplary leadership in his 
advocacy for the health and wellness of our students.  
His vision and tenacity led to the creation of a new health 
clinic on campus. Now a student at Augsburg College, I am 
sure his unyielding determination will continue to benefit our 
community in positive ways. 

Oladimeji (DJ) Sule, MCTC’s 2002 All-USA scholar, has  
gone on to receive a bachelor’s degree in computer  
engineering, as well as a master’s degree in software  
engineering and is currently a software engineer for  
Boston Scientific. 

Sherri Sarratore, a 2000 All-USA Academic honoree, has  
an MBA in global management, spends time in Costa Rica 
and is currently a seeking her Ph.D. in management and 
organizational leadership from University of Phoenix. 

Our first All-USA Academic Team scholar, Raul Ramos, is 
currently a program manager for the Minnesota State  
College and Universities adult degree completion initiative.

Of course, there are many more success stories, and I look 
forward to continuing to share them with you.
 
Sincerely,

 
Phillip L. Davis
MCTC President
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Aligning Students with a  
Passion for Astronomy
Earlier this year, MCTC astronomy instructor Parke Kunkle 
found himself in a cosmic firestorm when his comments in  
a Star Tribune article hit the Internet. The furor erupted when 
he noted that the moon’s gravitational pull on the earth has 
gradually altered the alignment of the stars—thereby also 
altering the Zodiac system created more than 2,000 years 
ago. Within days, media outlets from around the globe 
picked up the news, and Kunkle was besieged by interview 
requests—a process capped off by a TV segment with  
Daily Show host Jon Stewart.  

While this is the first time Kunkle has found international fame, 
it only hints at what has been a long and productive career.  

Kunkle joined the MCTC faculty in 1970, “fresh out of the U 
of M’s master’s program in physics,” he recalls. “My plan was: 
teach for a year or two and then look for a job in industry.”

The longer he stayed at the College, however, the more he 
found himself enjoying teaching. Originally hired as a math 
and physics instructor, he began teaching astronomy after a 
few years. By the early 1980s, he was exclusively focusing 
on the subject. “I got better at it after a few years,” he says 
with a chuckle. “Gradually, the course started attracting more 
students and I thought, ‘this is fun; let’s stay with it.’”

Kunkle says the coursework is designed for liberal arts 
majors looking to fulfill their science requirement. However, 
once they get into the course, they often get hooked on the 
subject matter. “Astronomy provides perspective,” he says. 
“It helps you realize how small you are compared to the rest 
of the universe. But it also suggests how important you are 
in your part of the universe, and how you’re only here for a 
short period of time.” 

He adds that his teaching style has evolved over the years. 
“I used to be more of a lecturer,” he says. “I still love to  
lecture, but I now offer more active learning. I get students 
out looking at the sky, and I try to stretch their minds and 
push them into realms they’ve never thought about before.”

While his 15 minutes of fame was fun, Kunkle says it doesn’t 
compare to teaching. “I often get letters and emails from 
former students telling me how much they enjoyed the 
course,” he says. “That’s what keeps you going. I couldn’t 
ask for a better job.” 

Faculty Profile   
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“It helps you realize how small you are compared to the  

rest of the universe. But it also suggests how important  

you are in your part of the universe, and how you’re only  

here for a short period of time.”—Parke Kunkle
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Melissa Rahn

Alumni Profile

Tools Today for Leaders Tomorrow 
As a lobbyist for Fredrikson & Byron, Melissa Rahn spends 
many of her days with Minnesota politicians. You’ll often find 
her negotiating with members of the House and Senate to 
place greater emphasis on public policy issues like alternative 
energy development and climate change—topics she cares 
about deeply.

This fall, with the help of the Marshall Memorial Fellowship, 
she’ll have a chance to dig into energy issues in a new way. 
Rahn is one of just 44 emerging leaders nationwide selected 
for the fellowship, which was designed to introduce a future 
generation of American leaders to Europe. The fellowship  
will send Rahn on a 24-day traveling program to meet  
with leaders in five European cities, and spend time with  
future leaders from her own country who have a range  
of professional interests. “I’ll be able to benefit from their  
diverse backgrounds, perspectives and experiences,”  
she says.

Thanks to her extensive political experience, which includes 
two stints as campaign director at the Minnesota House DFL 
Caucus and work for former Speaker of the House Margaret 
Anderson Kelliher, it was clear that Rahn had skills to benefit 
from the program. Her passion for energy issues will drive 
many of the conversations she has during the experience.

Because of what she sees as important differences between 
the American and European views of climate change and 
energy, she’s eager to get European perspectives. “Many 
European nations are investing heavily in renewable en-
ergy development,” she says. “One reason for that is likely 
because there is a cost on carbon. I want to know how they 
were able to take on a discussion like that and turn it into a 
real policy, when we haven’t been able to do that here.”
Similarly, she’s fascinated by the idea of community-based 
renewable energy development, particularly for poor and 
difficult-to-access rural areas. She hopes to learn about 
successful ventures already occurring in mountainous  
Italian regions so she can consider ways to encourage  
similar ideas here. 

Rahn, who earned an A.A. degree from MCTC before  
getting a political science degree from the University of  
Minnesota, says the there’s no question that MCTC’s 
rock-solid classes made a difference in her life and were a 
stepping stone to the fellowship she received. She’s stayed 
connected to the school, and is now a member of MCTC’s 
foundation board of directors. “Any time MCTC asks me  
to do something, I’ve said, ‘absolutely,’” she says. “They 
gave me so much. They prepared me well.”

Though the fellowship experience lasts less than a month, 
she sees it as a starting point, not an ending one. “It’s 
not about just working while you’re on the trip,” she says. 
“We’ve got to keep the dialogue going.”
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“Any time MCTC asks me to do something, I’ve  

said, ‘absolutely,’” she says. “They gave me so much.  

They prepared me well.”—Melissa Rahn

Eric Howell
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Short Film Makes the Oscar Shortlist 
Eric Howell says that Ana’s Playground, the short film he 
wrote and directed, started out as an experiment. “I’d finished 
an assignment for [MCTC instructor] Hafed [Bouassida], and 
wanted to do a follow-up,” he recalls. “I was fascinated by the 
idea of telling a story with no dialogue.”

What began as a simple exercise turned into an obsession, 
and years later, reality. The result, Ana’s Playground, is a 
story that takes place in a fictional war zone and focuses 
on how violence affects the humanity of children. It became 
nothing short of a phenomenon, garnering top awards from 
national and international film festivals. It also made its way 
to the Oscar shortlist for live-action short films.  

Howell had spent several years in California working as 
a stunt coordinator and directing a television series in Santa 
Barbara, but he realized he wasn’t happy. He returned to 
his Minnesota home and enrolled at MCTC to take courses 
that he hoped would take him to a new level of filmmaking. 
“The conversations I had with Hafed made a difference,” he 
says. “He had a unique approach, and I learned a lot about 
the idea of film as a visual medium, and how dialogue should 
be the last form of communication inside a film.” 

It was clear from the start that Ana’s Playground had 
enormous potential, but it wasn’t an easy process. Moving 
the idea from script to screen took more than six years, in 
part because Howell had set such a high bar for himself. 
“Filmmaking can often seem like nothing more than a series 
of compromises,” he says. “But I was striving for excellence.” 

While it took a long time to get the film made, it didn’t take 
long once it came out before critics were raving. The film 
earned top honors at the USA Film Festival, the Cleveland 
International Film Festival and more than a dozen others. 

Though it didn’t make the cut as one of the five final Oscar-
nominated films, the film will continue to have an impact. In 
the coming months, the film will reach even more people as 
it becomes available on iTunes; plans are also in the works 
to make it available as a DVD with a study guide for teachers 
who want to share the film with their students. And it’s the 
people—not the awards—that make the difference, says 
Howell. “In the end, that’s the ultimate goal of a filmmaker: to 
connect with an audience.”

“I was fascinated by the idea of telling the story without  

the dialogue.”—Eric Howell
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Program Highlights: 
Biotechnology, Faculty Perspective 

Rekha Ganaganur
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What makes MCTC’s Biotechnology program 
unique?
There are several aspects. We developed the program in 
consultation with academia and industry. The program  
curriculum and competencies not only enable students to 
take up jobs after they graduate, but also to continue their  
education in four-year programs in diverse fields. We have 
state-of-the-art facilities. And we’ve made sure our graduates 
have the broad skills and competencies to work in industrial,  
academic or government settings. We also offer unique 
courses such as regulatory affairs (which is important to 
many employers) and tissue culture techniques. In addition, 
almost all courses balance lecture-based and theoretical 
learning with an intensive lab component. The program  
emphasizes individual hands-on learning experiences in  
addition to providing team-based approaches. It also  
provides an opportunity for undergraduate research.  
The program has been recognized at state and national 
levels. 

Can you briefly describe your approach to 
teaching?
Biotechnology is such a large and diverse field that you 
can’t use a one-size-fits-all approach. I survey students at 
the beginning of each course about their future plans—aca-
demic and career goals. I also examine each course from 
the point of view of how its content applies to its transferabil-
ity to future academic learning and its applicability to work 
in research and industry. Based on that, I build in concepts, 
case studies and activities to meet students’ needs. I also 
try to help students see direct applications of what they are 
learning in each course. I encourage critical-thinking and 
inquiry-based learning. 

A Program that Combines Academia 
with Industry 
Biotechnology is hot these days. A Google search will turn 
up hundreds of articles and websites that detail biotech’s 
potential to help meet the world’s growing demand for food, 
create new pharmaceuticals and vaccines, positively change 
the environment and much more.

It’s no surprise then, that biotechnology is a growing career 
field. By some estimates, employment in the sector will  
grow by more than 20 percent through 2018. What’s more, 
Minnesota is emerging as a biotech hotbed; a recent  
BioBusiness Alliance of Minnesota report notes that the 
state has hundreds of companies in the sector that, together, 
employ more than 35,000 people.

For more insights on this growing field, we sat down with 
Rekha Ganaganur, an instructor who has been at MCTC 
since 2003 and who spearheaded the Biotechnology  
program’s development.

What exactly is biotechnology?
It is the use or modification of cells and biological molecules 
for advances in human and animal health, agriculture and food 
production, manufacturing and sustainable environmental 
management.

Why is biotech ranked as one of today’s and 
tomorrow’s hottest career fields?
It is one of the branches of the larger bioscience field. As 
such, it spans a huge number of diverse sectors—agricul-
tural sciences, pharmaceutical production, medical devices, 
green technology and more. All of these are seeing continual 
advances in diagnostic methods, technological improve-
ments and ways of treating diseases. In addition to oppor-
tunities in laboratory and scientific jobs, people can also find 
employment in supporting areas such as manufacturing, 
technical writing, sales and marketing.  

 

Program Highlights: 
Biotechnology, Student Perspective

Sarah Myhrom 
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“I highly recommend this program.”—Sarah Myhrom 

Valuable Programming is Creating 
Bright Futures 
These days, Sarah Myhrom is looking at a bright future.  
The Rochester native will graduate this spring from MCTC 
with an A.S. in biotechnology. Her next steps: transfer 
to the University of Minnesota; earn a B.A. in biology,  
environment and society; and then go to law school to  
specialize in environmental policy. 

At first, MCTC simply looked like a convenient option. It was 
close to Myhrom’s home, and she could fit her work hours 
around the college’s course schedules. “I knew little about 
MCTC’s Biotechnology program, aside from that it offered 
classes that I could transfer to the U,” she recalls.

Once she enrolled, however, she realized she’d found 
an ideal situation. MCTC’s Biotechnology A.S. program 
is a rigorous 64-credit, two-year offering that prepares 
students to either transfer into a four-year program or begin 
working in biotech—one of today’s hottest career fields. 
In addition to MCTC’s affordable tuition, small class sizes 

and personal attention from instructors, Myhrom was 
delighted to find several other unique aspects to the 
program. “The laboratory classes offer plenty of background 
instruction on why we do the experiments that we do and 
the underlying principles they serve to illustrate,” she says. 
“There’s also a common thread of knowledge; the concepts 
you learn in earlier classes resurface in later ones, which 
helps solidify knowledge.” 

“I also found camaraderie with like-minded students,” she 
adds. “Many had backgrounds similar to mine, and they had 
genuine passion for the program.”

While the program has been challenging, Myhrom is prepared 
for the next steps on her academic and career journey.  
“I’ve been held accountable for doing my part to participate 
and learn; the instructors expect you to do well,” she says.  
“I highly recommend this program. It has surpassed all of my  
expectations, and it offers exceptional value—far beyond  
the level I would expect at a two-year college.”
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Career Ready Scholarship Contest
Winners of MCTC’s Career Ready Scholarship Contest—students Giovanna Nido and Ritty 
Samreth—found the contest’s process even more valuable than the scholarship.   

A generous MCTC graduate donated his time and money to develop a contest wherein  
students would have the opportunity to earn a scholarship while learning important  
professional development skills. 

Students who participated learned everything from résumé writing  
all the way to successful interview techniques. The winners were  
determined based on multiple interviews. Though the contest was fairly  
demanding, even those who did not walk away with a scholarship 
were thankful for all that they had learned during the process.   

“Each step of the process was both well defined and invaluable. It taught me the proper way 
to prepare a résumé and for a job interview.”—Giovanna Nido  

“I feel the scholarship was a bonus. The information and insights acquired during this  
process are invaluable. I’ve acquired an advantage.”—Ritty Samreth 

Giovanna Nido

Ritty Samreth

Rekha Ganaganur (right) Sarah Myhrom

Photo by Michael Cannon



James Klund

Alumni Profile 
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“MCTC gave me a very practical and relatively short  

path to a new career.”—James Klund

Career Transition Leads to  
Transitioning Lives 
When James Klund received word that he had received 
Minnesota’s Job Counselor of the Year Award from the Min-
nesota Department of Human Services last summer, he was 
shocked. But he soon saw it as proof that his decision to 
change career paths six years earlier had been the right one.

Klund, who works at Project for Pride in Living (PPL) in 
Minneapolis, works with dozens of people on public as-
sistance who typically need support in an array of areas. 
They may need to find housing, get job training and remove 
themselves from unstable family situations. Klund’s award 
recognized him for helping people transition off of public as-
sistance successfully—and for giving respect to everyone on 
his caseload.

His current career is one that he wouldn’t have predicted for 
himself. Nearly a decade earlier, Klund worked at a Minneapo-
lis law firm doing fiduciary accounting and administration in 
probate and trust matters. When he was asked to take over 
on an interim basis as the firm’s pro-bono coordinator, he dis-
covered an immediate affinity for the work. “It introduced me 
to something that I hadn’t experienced before,” he says. “It 
sent me soul searching, and I realized I needed to find a way 
into the field of human services.”

MCTC fit the bill; in just two semesters, he got a human  
services diploma that helped him get his foot in the door for 
his dream career. “MCTC gave me a very practical and rela-
tively short path to a new career,” he says. “I admired  
the instructors and got a solid foundation for the work that  
I do now.”

Klund, who has worked at PPL since graduating from  
MCTC in 2005, says it’s exceptionally rewarding to see  
the achievements of those with whom he’s worked most  
closely. A woman who had once hoped only to collect  
disability payments from Social Security realized, through 
many conversations with Klund, that she could do more with 
her life. Ultimately, she went back to school, got a job and 
has moved forward with her life. “She’s fully independent and 
working as an administrative assistant,” he says. “She can’t 
imagine her life on Social Security disability—she wouldn’t 
be engaging with the world.” 

Klund has spent the past six years helping others change 
their lives for the better. Thanks to MCTC, the first life he 
changed was his own.

Spring Fine Arts Festival 

Throughout April, MCTC showcased the work of 
students, faculty and staff in the Spring Fine Arts 
Festival.

Painting by Eric Franzen, MCTC Student

Marilyn Indahl

Alumni Profile 
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MCTC’s Own Credited on Sports 
Illustrated Cover Photo   
The Sept. 27, 2010 cover of Sports Illustrated featured a 
photo of Minnesota Twins’ future Hall of Famer Jim Thome 
and a fantastic view of Target Field.

Thome was hitting a home run during the Twins versus 
Rangers game on Sept. 4—pulling a 0-1 fastball into the  
upper deck and tying him for the ninth place on the  
all-time homerun list. Marilyn Indahl and Tom Dahlin  
collaborated to get the shot that would be lauded as one  
of the magazine’s best covers of the year. 

Indahl received her A.A.S. degree in photography and digital 
imaging from MCTC and has been a lab assistant and studio 
manager for the program for the last 10 years. She was 
hired as an assistant to sports photographer Tom Dahlin, 
who was hired for the Sports Illustrated feature article on 
Thome.  

Indahl captured the shot as the ball was bouncing off of 
Thome’s bat, based on Dahlin’s camera setup and instruction. 
At Dahlin’s request, Sports Illustrated credited both him and 
Indahl for the photo.

Dahlin is an electrical engineer at 3M and serves on the  
advisory board for MCTC’s Photography and Digital Imaging 
department. In his free time, he is a sports photographer. 

Indahl credits much of her success to Dahlin. “After my 
schooling at MCTC, I had many questions about sports  
photography, a rather specialized field,” she says. “In Tom,  
I found not only someone willing to answer those questions, 
but a mentor and a friend.”

Getting this cover together has been the highest point in 
both of their careers. Together, they helped document  
Minnesota Twins history.
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MCTC in the Community
On Saturday, Jan. 15, MCTC celebrated Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s life and legacy with a 
breakfast and program, followed by a day of service in the community.  

MCTC partnered with more than a dozen local nonprofits by providing them with volunteers for 
the day. Among the 350 volunteers who participated was Senator Al Franken, who helped out 
at Bridge for Youth. Many lives were impacted on that day, and MCTC is grateful for everyone’s 
efforts to support the community.

To start off the day, volunteers joined us for a breakfast program  
at MCTC. We were honored to have Dr. Tyrone Bledsoe, 
founder and CEO of the Student African American Brotherhood  
(SAAB) organization, as the keynote speaker. SAAB is a national 
organization with more than 250 chapters established across 40 
states to enhance the experiences of and instill a “spirit of care” 

in African American males in high schools, colleges and universities. Dr. Bledsoe helped 
us to kick off a SAAB chapter on MCTC’s campus at the breakfast.  

Special thanks to Target for sponsoring the event and to our media sponsor WCCO. 
MCTC looks forward to hosting this event and the community service projects again 
next year. 

James Klund

Photo by Michael Cannon

Marilyn Indahl and Tom Dahlin

Dr. Tyrone Bledsoe  
greets volunteers

Senator Al Franken  
volunteers with members  
of the community at the 

Bridge for Youth



MCTC Campus

News

| groove [grüv] – to get along |

Campus Improvements at MCTC
This fall, MCTC unveiled several improvements to its campus, 
including a new outdoor plaza, dining room and kitchen. The 
environmentally friendly plaza incorporates native plants and a 
stormwater-retention system. The community recommended 
design ideas, resulting in a beautiful space integrated with 
nearby Loring Park.  

MCTC’s kitchen and dining room were remodeled for the 
Culinary Arts program. The state-of-the-art facilities will help 
prepare future chefs and those aspiring to manage eateries as 
well—the College launched a new Restaurant Management 
program this fall.

We also began expanding our Helland Center—our College 
community hub for students, staff, faculty and visitors.  
It provides space for cultural, social and recreational activities 
and programs, as well as education and wellness. The  
expanded and renovated facility will provide additional space 
for student activities areas; an expanded health clinic; a 
combination café, juice bar and coffee shop; a performance 
space that opens onto Loring Park; and more. Construction is 
scheduled to be completed in the fall of 2011.

MCTC Chosen to Participate in  
National Project on General  
Education for a Global Century 
The Association of American Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) 
announced on Oct. 22, 2010 that Minneapolis Community 
and Technical College has been named one of 32 colleges 
and universities chosen in a competitive process to participate 
in General Education for a Global Century, a curriculum and 
faculty-development project that is part of AAC&U’s Shared 
Futures initiative. Over 140 institutions applied to be part of 
the initiative. MCTC was the only college from Minnesota  
selected. MCTC will revise General Education curricula to  
better prepare today’s students with skills and knowledge  
essential for socially responsible citizenship.

“Minneapolis Community and Technical College has a long 
tradition of preparing students to live and work in an increasing 
global society,” said President Phil Davis. “Our faculty have 
been vigilant about maintaining a General Education curriculum 
that fulfills our global education goals. This grant will help us 
to strengthen our commitment to preparing students to be 
engaged, global citizens.”

Raising Awareness for Hunger and 
Homelessness

Last November, MCTC sponsored 
a series of activities on campus  
to raise awareness about the issue 
of hunger and homelessness,  
both on and off campus, and 
to help students in need. The 
campaign, “MCTC’s Fight to End 
Hunger and Homelessness,” was 
in recognition of National Hunger 
and Homelessness Awareness 
Week, Nov. 14–20. 

Staff and students organized a food and clothing drive in 
November. They brought nonperishable food, new and used 
winter clothing and personal hygiene items to MCTC to help 
students in need. The amount of donations received was 
staggering—clothing, food and other items filled the gym. 
Students came by to sort through the items and take what 
they needed.

Also as part of this effort, the College partnered with the 
Downtown Congregations to End Homelessness to create  
a photo exhibit, “Scratching the Surface: A Glimpse into 
Poverty and Homelessness.” Through intimate images taken 
at shelters and organizations that work to end homelessness 
around the Twin Cities, faculty and students in the Photography  
and Digital Imaging department at MCTC contributed images 
to this exhibit, hoping to dispel some of the myths about what 
it looks like to be homeless.

The College recognizes that hunger and homelessness are 
ongoing issues and continues to raise awareness and sup-
port for students in need.

Photo by Marilyn Indahl

MCTC Foundation

MCTC Donors

Dear Friends:

Your gifts allow us to fund important programs including the 
Power of YOU, Jump Start to College, emergency grants 
and student scholarships. Here are a few examples of the 
benefits of your donations:

 • The Power of YOU program has assisted in tripling the  
 number of recent urban high school and charter school  
 graduates enrolling at our institution.

“The Power of YOU really changed my life.” 
Chris–MCTC graduate

• The Jump Start to College program has served over 500  
 Minneapolis high school students and is creating college- 
 ready high school graduates by aligning high school  
 curricula with college entrance requirements.

“The Jump Start program is providing me with strong  
roots to my education.” 

Abdi–Jump Start student

• MCTC’s emergency student grant program has served  
 hundreds of students, providing funding for emergency  
 and transitional housing, transportation, books and food.

“I am more than grateful for the rental assistance to get  
me back on my feet again.”

Paige–Criminal Justice Studies major

• Our fall and spring scholarship programs provide nearly  
 $200,000 in scholarships to low-income, academically  
 excellent students.

“This scholarship lifted the financial burden of how to  
pay for classes.” 

   Linda–Education major

We are again hosting our 3rd Annual Power of Giving  
Luncheon on Thursday, May 19 from noon–1 p.m. at 
MCTC. This luncheon is a great opportunity to learn about 
our students and their tremendous success stories.  
Please join us. 

To RSVP, call Marni Harper at 612-659-6311 or email  
marni.harper@minneapolis.edu. Thanks again to all  
of our supporters.
 
Sincerely,
 

Reede Webster
Executive Director
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Presenting Sponsor

Supporting Sponsor

Table Sponsor

Special thanks to all of the sponsors for this event.

Friendship Sponsors

Marketing Support  •  Print Experienced
The Group

Melissa Starkey Family

New Outdoor Plaza Reede Webster


